Oregon Open Meeting Program

Officers march in to suitable music, just as they would in a normal meeting. They assume chairs as normal, except no jewels will be used. There will be no jewel placed near the Bible, nor will the Sign of the Rainbow be given, either at opening or closing of the Bible, or during prayer.

Worthy Advisor:

Good evening (morning, afternoon) and welcome to the open meeting of the International Order of the Rainbow for Girls. For those of you who are not yet members, and your parents, we thank you for taking the first step toward becoming a member of one of the oldest and greatest youth groups in America. Rainbow is premier girls’ organization. Please enjoy as we tell you a little bit about what we do. Three raps of the gavel asks everyone to stand, while one rap asks you to be seated. Two raps mean that only the officers stand.

Sister of Hope, you will attend the Altar. (XXX)

Sister Chaplain, you will lead us in prayer.

Chaplain:

(Sample: Thank you for bringing us all together today to share in this Open Meeting. Please help us to listen to each other, to learn from each other, and to learn the importance of serving others every moment we can. Amen.)

(“Lord, help us to keep our promise.”)

Worthy Advisor:

Sister Drill Leader, you will present our Flag in the East. (she does)

Please join with me in saying the Pledge of Allegiance and then sing one verse of “America”. (Drill Leader returns the Flag to Patriotism, just like normal, and returns to her station.) (X)

Worthy Advisor:
Sister Recorder, what is Rainbow’s heritage? 

Recorder:
The International Order of the Rainbow for Girls has been a vital part of the lives of young women since its founding in 1922 by Reverend W. Mark Sexson. Oregon Rainbow was started in Portland in 1925. Rainbow is an active organization throughout the United States, Canada, Aruba, Bolivia, Brazil, Italy, Germany, the Philippines & Guam, Queensland and New South Wales, Australia.

Worthy Advisor:
Sister Treasurer, what is Rainbow?

Treasurer:
Rainbow is a non-profit, character-building, service-oriented organization. The main goal is to help its members become more than they dreamed possible. Involvement in Rainbow teaches girls three basic virtues: to have faith in a Supreme Being, other people, and themselves; to have hope in all they do; and to be charitable, for to live a life of service is the most rewarding life of all.

Worthy Advisor:
Sister Chaplain, who are the members of Rainbow?

Chaplain:
Rainbow is open to girls between the ages of 11 and 20, regardless of race, creed, color, or national origin. You do not have to be a Christian to be a member, but you can be assured that the values promoted by Rainbow are strong and basic to many religions.

Worthy Advisor:
Sister Drill Leader, do Rainbow girls have a uniform?

Drill Leader:
Rainbow has a “dress code” that applies to all members and adults whether attending a local Assembly, Grand Assembly, Supreme Assembly, or when representing Rainbow elsewhere. The Rainbow dress code specifies formal dresses for certain meetings and church-like attire for other meetings, while it allows for casual dress for some outings and play events. Rainbow girls learn how to present themselves with grace and poise by wearing such a uniform.

Worthy Advisor:
Sister Choir Director, what is the Ritual?

Choir Director:
The script for the formal meetings and open ceremonies of Rainbow can be found in a book called the Ritual. When a member holds an office in the Assembly, she learns her station’s lecture from the Ritual or, as sometimes called, the Book of Ceremonies. By presenting a memorized lecture, Rainbow girls learn about public speaking and leadership. The Ritual contains Rainbow’s teachings based on right living and thinking.

Worthy Advisor:
Sister Confidential Observer, what are the rituals and ceremonies?

Confidential Observer:
Unlike other youth organizations, Rainbow provides a chance to share in inspirational and meaningful ceremonies that build a foundation of moral and spiritual values that will last a lifetime. The Rainbow Ritual makes us special, and few ceremonies in other youth groups are as beautiful and impressive as ours. Members have a chance to participate in the performance of the ceremonies for others, so the special lessons they teach can be passed on to the newest members of the Assembly.

Worthy Advisor:
Sister Outer Observer, tell us about the Assembly meetings.

Outer Observer:
At the regular meetings of the Assemblies, members are involved in the business. They discuss ideas and are heard on any issue that comes before the Assembly. These meetings often include educational programs, social activities, and the initiation of new members.

Worthy Advisor:
Sister Musician, describe the leadership in an Assembly.

Musician:
Members of Rainbow have the opportunity to be an Assembly leader. There are opportunities to serve as an appointed or an elected officer. As officers, members learn to lead by experience, developing skills in human dynamics, time management, budgeting, parliamentary procedure, effective communication, working by committee, and leading others by example.

Worthy Advisor:
Sister of Love, tell us about your station.


Love:
The lecture of Love is all about love in all its forms. The Sister of Love reminds us that we must love everyone – our God, our families, our friends, and even our enemies. It is fitting that Love’s color is Red, because Love is like having the ultimate in rose-colored glasses. The Sister of Love helps us see the good behind the bad things in life, allowing us to love people in spite of knowing their faults. Even when someone is gone from our lives, it is the love that remains.

Worthy Advisor:
Sister of Religion, tell us about your station.

Religion:
The lecture of Religion uses examples based on Christianity. This is because the founder of Rainbow was a Christian minister. However, we should not interpret this lecture as telling us that Christianity is the ONLY way. The principal message is that some sort of organized religion should be part of all of our lives. An example of a universal truth taught by most organized religions is: Do unto others as you would have them do unto you. The lecture emphasizes the importance of a religion based on love and forgiveness.

Worthy Advisor:

Sister of Nature, tell us about your station.

Nature:
The lecture of Nature is that we cannot allow nature and its lessons to disappear from our lives. In our increasingly technical world, nature can get lost. We each need to spend time marveling at the way the elements of our natural world fit together, each part supporting another. The Sister of Nature reminds us that we must do our best to protect our environment so that we may continue to take lessons from it.

Worthy Advisor:
Sister of Immortality, tell us about your station.

Immortality:
The lecture of Immortality teaches us that death is a part of life. We must each learn to cope with the idea that eventually death will come to each of us. In addition, we must learn to grieve and go on after those we love pass away. This station relies on the teachings of Christianity to explain the concept of an afterlife. Like the lecture of Religion, these teachings are only examples of the afterlife that is a part of many organized religions.

Worthy Advisor:
Sister of Fidelity, tell us about your station.

Fidelity:
The lecture of Fidelity teaches us to be honest. When we make a promise, we should keep it. When we say we will do something, we should do it. When a friend trusts us with a secret, we should keep it. The Sister of Fidelity teaches us to show others, by our actions, that we are honest and reliable.

Worthy Advisor:
Sister of Patriotism, tell us about your station.

Patriotism:
The lecture of Patriotism teaches us to be true to our country. Sometimes we think of service to our country as military service, but this is not the only way we can serve. This station’s lecture has a place in all of our lives and is demonstrated when we vote, when we serve in elected office, when we participate in electoral campaigns, or when we work in the public service. In short, Patriotism teaches us to be a proud citizen of our country, to respect its Flag, and to defend it in any way we can.

Worthy Advisor:
Sister of Service, tell us about your station.

Service:
One could say that the Sister of Service gives the lesson that ties all others together. We serve our loved ones and our Supreme Being. Our service to others lives on, even when we are gone. We show our patriotism by serving our country. This lecture teaches us that service does not have to be a big thing. It can be as simple as helping with family chores, or visiting a shut-in. It is important to do things for others at all times, not just when it is convenient. Service to others should be an everyday part of life.

Worthy Advisor:
Sister of Faith, what is your duty?

Faith:
The Sister of Faith guides us through the journey of initiation just as our Faith guides us through life. She teaches us to have faith in God, faith in each other, and faith in every righteous thing. Most importantly, she teaches us to have faith in ourselves. She knows that when things get really difficult, we are strong enough to get through anything.

Worthy Advisor:
Sister of Hope, what is your duty?

Hope:
The Sister of Hope teaches us not to despair and to never give up, because something better is around the corner for each of us. We learn from Hope never to doubt that doing the “right thing” will always be best for us in the end. It is easy to give up hope and use that as an excuse to give up trying to live by the lessons of Rainbow. The lesson tells us: “Hang on, YOU matter, don’t give up, keep working for your goal because you WILL get there.”

Worthy Advisor:
Sister of Charity, what is your duty?

Charity:
The Sister of Charity teaches us to strive for the Pot of Gold in all our lives. For Rainbow Girls, the Pot of Gold is a life lived completely according to the lessons we are taught. She shows us the principal treasures in the Pot of Gold, but she also reminds us there are many other treasures we find in a life of service. In other words, we will find life’s treasures if we make the lessons of Rainbow a part of our everyday lives.

Worthy Advisor:
Mother Advisor, why is Rainbow “secret”?

Mother Advisor:
In today’s world, many youth and parents are apprehensive about any activities that may be considered secret. Yes, Rainbow does have some “secret” meetings that only members, parents, grandparents, legal guardians, and some Masonic adults attend. This is similar to sororities and fraternities that bring groups of women and men together, but also have “secret” meetings, or meetings that are not open to the general public.

Rainbow is different!

Rainbow does have “secret” meetings, but it allows the members’ parents, grandparents or guardians to attend meetings and participate in other activities. They are also encouraged to serve on the Advisory Boards.

Nothing in Rainbow meetings or activities will ever be contrary to basic Christian teachings. You do not have to be a Christian to be a member, but you can be assured that the values promoted by Rainbow are strong and basic to many religions.

Worthy Advisor:

Worthy Associate Advisor, what do we do to have fun?

Worthy Associate Advisor:
We have kidnap breakfasts, carnivals, Easter Egg Hunts, dances, hayrides, bonfires and barbecues, athletics such as miniature golf, bowling, skating and swimming, attend baseball and football games, movie nights, scavenger hunts, parades and floats, indoor and outdoor picnics, ice cream socials, holiday parties, mystery dinners, traveling and membership parties, and Christmas caroling, only to name a few.

Worthy Advisor:
Why do we fundraise and what do we use it for?

Worthy Associate Advisor:
We fundraise to support our expenses and to donate to worthy charities. In the past we have given $15,000 to the Shriner’s Hospital Transportation Fund. We have also given to the Make-A-Wish Foundation, Muscular Dystrophy, and the Oregon Special Olympics, to name only a few.

Worthy Advisor:
What are some examples of fundraisers we have done?

Worthy Associate Advisor:

Coffee stops at rest areas, selling balloons at parades and festivals, pink flamingo insurance, breakfasts, lunches, dinners, cake and cookie walks, bazaars, craft sales, raffles, car washes, making and selling Christmas wreaths, assembling and selling cookbooks, selling seasonal plants, silent and penny auctions, auctioning off members to do services, delivering phone books, wrapping gifts at local shopping centers, fashion shows, candle parties, and dime-a-dip dinners.

Worthy Advisor:
We hope you have learned a little about us. Now we would like to introduce ourselves to you, including where we live, our assembly name, our high school or college, and our grade in school. After that, we would like to have you and your adults introduce yourselves as well. I’m ____and I live in _____ and belong to ___ Assembly # ____. I go to school at _____and am in the ___ grade.

(Proceed through all the offices, including Mother Advisor and Rainbow Dad. Girls will stand up to introduce themselves and be seated after they have finished.)

Will any visiting Rainbow Girls please stand? Thank you for coming. (Applause)

Will our Supreme Deputy please stand? (Introduce her from the East. Applause)

Will our Grand Worthy Advisor please stand? (Introduce her from the East. Applause)

Will all other adult workers in Rainbow please stand? Thank you for coming. (Applause)

Now, will each of you introduce yourselves, your school, and your grade in school? Parents, please introduce yourselves also. (Applause after they are done.)

Mrs. Noah (or Grand Worthy Advisor, or both), will you please bring us a greeting?

Sister of Hope, you will attend the Altar. (XXX) 

Please join with me in singing “Blest Be The Tie That Binds”. (X)

(XX) The officers will now retire. Thank you again for joining us and please stay for refreshments in the dining room.

